PRAGMATISM

assumptions and * first principles/ which originate
from within, not from without. But how precisely
should this mental contribution to knowledge be
conceived ? In the last chapter of his Psychology
James suggested that the mind's organization is
essentially biological. It has evolved according to
sound Darwinian principles, and in so doing the
fittest of its ' variations ' have survived. But
were these variations quite fortuitous ? May they
not have been purposive responses to the stimula-
tion of environment? Can logic have been in-
vented like saws and ships for purposes of human
service? These are some of the stimulating
questions which James's work in Psychology ha-s
suggested.